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Anglers gear up Fall crankin’ for bass north and south; FLW pros give tips 
By Josh Lantz 

from the Fishing Wire.com 
  

For most bass anglers, crankbaits 
are just flat-out fun to fish. De-
signed to fish on a constant (or 
near-constant) retrieve while 
maintaining contact with and de-
flecting off structure, crankbaits 
provide the angler with tons of 
feedback. 
“The main reason I like it is be-
cause you’re actively cranking 
and you’re feeling what the bait 
is doing the whole time,” says 
Addison, Alabama tournament 
angler and MLF competitor, 
Jesse Wiggins. “You feel exactly 
what that bottom or piece of 
structure is, and there’s no mis-
taking when the fish actually eats 
the bait. Plus, crankbaits help 
you cover a lot of water.” 
FLW pro and northern river spe-
cialist, Cody Hahner of Wausau, 
Wisconsin, agrees. “Crankbait 
fishing is one of the more excit-
ing ways to fish. It’s an amazing 
way to cover water for sure, but 
what’s more important to me is 
how I’m able to feel the bottom 
and the contours of the struc-
ture,” he says. “I can feel the 
sweet spots and I can feel how a 
crankbait reacts over certain 
types of structure. I’m not partial 
to any hard bait brand, so I can 

Bass anglers demonstrate why crankbaits are just flat-out fun. (Photo/Courtesy: 
The Fishing Wire.com) 

 
Remarks as Prepared for Delivery by U.S. Senator Bill Hagerty on September 21, 2021 

  
 Madam President, I’ve come to the Senate floor today —on behalf of myself and the senior Senator from Tennessee, Senator Blackburn—to honor the life and legacy of a 
heroic Tennessean, U.S. Army Staff Sgt. Ryan Knauss, who was killed in a terrorist attack while serving the country that he loved in Afghanistan on August 26, 2021. 
   
 Staff Sgt. Knauss served with the Army’s 9th Psychological Operations Battalion, 8th Psychological Operations Group at Fort Bragg.  He was from Corryton Tennessee—a 
small rural community where love of country and the Volunteer spirit runs deep.  Corryton is known for being the hometown of country music star Kenny Chesney.  It’s now 
also known for being the hometown of Staff Sgt. Ryan Knauss. 
  
  Ryan was 23 years old when he laid down his life for his nation. 
  
  I have spoken with Staff Sgt. Knauss’s widow, Alena, and his father, Greg. 
   
 Through our conversations, I got to know a little bit more about Staff Sgt. Knauss and I’m here today to share with you all, and with the American people, just who Ryan 
Knauss was. 
  He was a devoted husband.  Ryan met Alena when they were in high school working at a local pizza parlor.  I sensed her deep love for Ryan when we spoke, and I’m certain 
Alena feels blessed to have had the opportunity to be loved by someone like Ryan. 
   
 He was a loyal son.  After speaking with his father, Greg, it is clear the love and commitment that Staff Sgt. Knauss had for his family and his fellow soldiers was unwavering. 
  Madam President, I can only tell you that after hearing of Ryan’s dedication to his family and country, it is the hope and prayer of every parent to have a son as honorable and 
principled as Ryan. 
   
 As a father, I told Greg that I could not fathom his grief. 
   Ryan had hoped soon to become a father himself.  He and Alena had plans to try for their first child when he came back from overseas; and building a nursery was at the top 
of their home-renovation to-do list for when he got home. 
  
  Staff Sgt. Knauss was a steadfast friend.  His own friends spoke of his charm and intelligence at a memorial service at his former high school in Corryton.  He was a charismatic 
person to whom people were instantly drawn. 
  
  Staff Sgt. Ryan Knauss was a proud and honorable soldier.  And when his country needed him in such a dire time, he fearlessly answered the call. 
  
  Even as a child, Ryan knew his calling was to serve.  In a friend’s elementary school yearbook, Ryan wrote that he wanted to serve in the U.S. Armed Forces, and as a freshman 
in high school, he signed up for the ROTC program. 
  
  As one of his fellow soldiers explained, “This was his dream job, and he took it and ran with it”. 
  
 Ryan’s unit, Detachment 10, described it as follows:  “Ryan knew the dangerous situation he was going to, but protecting innocent civilians is one of the values that drove him.  
It has been said that life is not important except in the impact it has on other lives, and Ryan had an incredible impact on his family and friends. And thanks to his actions, 
thousands of children will have the joy of knowing a childhood free from danger and oppression.” 
  
The Bible teaches us that “greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 
  
Staff Sgt. Knauss did just that.  He died a hero’s death—he made the ultimate sacrifice for his Nation.  For all of us. 
  
Ryan will be remembered as a selfless and heroic man—a Tennessee volunteer—who, with a servant’s heart, gave everything of himself at just 23 years old for the country that 
he loved dearly. 
  
I ask that each of you here today join me in continuing to pray for the Knauss family and uplift them in the coming days and months as they lay their soldier to rest at Arlington 
National Cemetery. 
  

 End 

be tough to decipher for some 
river smallmouth anglers, but 
Hahner says they don’t need to 
be. Truth is that a methodical 
search of key river sections can 
lead you to a glory hole of giant 
smallmouth. 
“My typical program for this 
time of year is hopscotching my 
way down a certain river system 
towards where our fish will 
winter,” he advises. “Before I do 
that, though, I need a good un-
derstanding of where these fish 
summer – usually near faster 
rapids and shallower pools – and 
where they winter – typically 
deeper pools in slower current. 
Understanding this basic transi-
tion will give you an ‘in-between 
section’ of water in which to 
search for these fish.” 
Still, this “in between” can re-
main quite daunting. But Hahner 
says anglers just need to look for 
the stop signs that will lead them 
to the bass. “It could be a string 
of wing dams in the Mississippi 
River, a line of old mooring piles 
in the Wisconsin River, or a line 
of mid-river wood that provides 
a current break,” he says. “These 
stopping points can be plentiful, 
so a quick search of each likely 
area is important. My favorite 
way to locate fish along their 
transition is with a crankbait. Its 

say openly that every crankbait 
reacts differently to the type of 
structure you fish. You could line 
up four crankbaits that all run 
four feet deep, but one will work 
best in gravel, one in sand to 
rock, one in timber, and one in 
busted concrete. It’s almost like 
finding the right soft plastic for 

the current situation. At this time 
of year, I’ll have at least 5 differ-
ent crankbaits on my deck.” 
 For Hahner, “this time of year” 
– late September through Oc-
tober – is his absolute favorite 
time to throw a crankbait for 
river smallmouth. “In the north 
country our summer is over and 

the fall transition is in full swing. 
The first major cold snap will 
cause river smallmouth to get 
fidgety and begin the move to 
their winter pools,” he says. 
“Much like us northerners gath-
ering firewood, these small-
mouth are preparing to deal with 
winter, too.” 
These fall transition periods can 

More Military News: U.S. Senator Bill Hagerty delivers remarks 
to honor Tennessee fallen hero, Staff Sergeant Ryan Knauss

ability to be fished quickly and 
efficiently through these spots 
makes it a perfect run-and-gun 
bait to track down big, river 
smallmouth in the fall transition.” 
Depending on water temps, 
Hahner says smallies could be 
sitting anywhere between one 
and 12 feet of water on these lo-
cations. “When the current’s 
flowing and the water is hot our 
fish usually are in the shallower 
columns of these hard spots, but 
when the water cools and the cur-
rent is low I’m looking at the 
deeper bases of the hard spots or 
mid river wood to congregate 
fish,” he says. That means select-
ing the right crankbait is impor-
tant. 
“Our bass are both minnow and 
crayfish based,” Hahner says. 
“The crayfish are always plenti-
ful on these rock areas, but our 
minnows and small suckers are 
making the same transition to 
wintering areas as the bass are. 
That means baitfish are a more 
reliable forage for bass at this 
time of year, so they should also 
become more important to the 
angler.” 
 Down south, Wiggins says he 
fishes the fall a lot like he does 
the pre-spawn, especially on his 
home waters of Smith Lake. 
“Most of the time the bass are 
following the baitfish into the 
creeks. For me, that means a lot 
of shallow crankin’ with square 
bills and flat-sided cranks – shad 
colors in clean water and darker 
crawfish patterns and colors in 
stained water,” he says. “You’re 
looking at channel swings, 
mostly; wherever you can see 
bait busting and a lot of times in 
five feet of water or shallower.” 
Hahner’s two favorite rods for 
fall cranking are a 7’4” medium-
heavy power model for larger or 
deeper-diving baits like a Rapala 
DT10 or DT14, and a 7’2” me-
dium power rod for smaller 
cranks like Bandit 200’s, Spro 
MD’s, or Strike King 3XD’s. He 
opts for a forgiving, moderate ac-
tion – a rod that bends deeper 
into the mid-section – to better 
absorb the slashing strikes bron-
zebacks impart on a moving bait 
while keeping the treble hooks 
secure in the fish’s mouth 
throughout the fight. “Beyond 
having a moderate action, lure 
weight is the most important as-
pect in deciding which rod to 
use,” he says. “I want a rod that’s 
comfortable to fish with all day 
and to make a thousand casts 
with. A rod that’s too wimpy (not 
enough power) for a certain 
crankbait will make it less fun 
and more of a chore.” 
 
Hahner prefers the characteristics 
of glass rods for crankbait fish-
ing; specifically the super-pre-
mium, 100% linear S-glass 
blanks unique to St. Croix’s Leg-
end Glass and Mojo Bass Glass 
rod models. “These are not your 
ordinary glass rods,” Hahner 
says. “The combination of linear 
S-glass and IPC technology – 
that means you’ve got one con-
tinuous taper from tip to butt with 
no inherently weak transition 
points – produces a surprisingly 
lightweight, smooth, and strong 
rod that loads up consistently and 
helps anglers perform all day 
long without fatigue. In addition 
to being strong and lightweight 
with that sweet, moderate action, 
they’re also incredibly crisp and 
sensitive. If you’ve never tried a 
glass crankbait rod or have had 
unsatisfying experiences with 
them in the past, you owe it to 
yourself to give a Legend Glass 
or Mojo Bass Glass rod a go.” 
Hahner runs both rods with a 6.4-
1 gear ratio reel and anywhere 
from 10-to-15-pound fluorocar-
bon line. 
“At 3/8 of an ounce, DT6’s are 
about the smallest crankbaits I 
usually throw,” says Wiggins, 
who does most of his crankbait 
fishing with 12-pound fluorocar-
bon line on 6.6:1 reels. “The new 
7’1” medium-heavy power, mod-
erate action Mojo Bass Mid-Car-
bon Cranker handles and casts 
these and larger square bills 
really well and extremely accu-
rately, especially at close and 
moderate distances like you have 
in most conditions while fishing 
these baits. It’s very light – which 
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Standing beside portrait of Staff Sergeant Ryan Knauss, Sen. Bill Hagerty (R-TN) delivers 
speech to honor Knauss who was one of the 13 soldiers who lost their lives at the Kabul  
Airport in Afghanistan. (Photo/Courtesy: Sen. Hagerty’s  Senate office)

 
“Even as a child, Ryan 
knew his calling was to 

serve.  In a friend’s  
elementary school year-
book, Ryan wrote that 
he wanted to serve in 

the U.S. Armed Forces, 
and as a freshman in 

high school, he signed 
up for the ROTC  

program.” 

  
“Ryan’s unit, Detach-

ment 10, described it as 
follows:  “Ryan knew 

the dangerous situation 
he was going to, but 

protecting innocent civ-
ilians is one of the 

values that drove him.  
It has been said that life 
is not important except 
in the impact it has on 
other lives, and Ryan 
had an incredible im-
pact on his family and 

friends...”

Please see sports page 4


